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Boys Basketball
Steve Majerle returns to Rockford, guides short-
handed Grand Rapids Christian over Rams

Grand Rapids Christian coach Steve Majerle, left, and Rockford coach Nick Allen

talk before the start of the game. Previously, Majerle coached at Rockford. (Rex

Larsen | The Grand Rapids Press)

By Jeff Chaney | grsports@mlive.com
on January 10, 2014 10:40 p.m.
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ROCKFORD, MI – Steve Majerle coached his team to an important victory

against his former school and proved a point at the same time Friday night.

The Grand Rapids Christian boys basketball coach sat DaRohn Scott, his star 6-

foot-8 senior center, the entire game for what he described as “team reasons,”

but Majerle was still able to guide the undermanned Eagles to an exciting 61-59

win over host Rockford, the team he led for 14 seasons before a temporary

retirement.

“Let's just say (DaRohn Scott) sat for team reasons tonight, but Dwayne Barfield

played the game of his life tonight,” said Majerle, whose team evened its record

at 3-3 with the win. “We only played seven guys tonight, so it was a good team

effort. Rockford played their rear ends off tonight. We put a lot of pressure on

them, but they handled it.”

Barfield, a 6-2 senior guard did have a great game, scoring a team-high 21

points, including 17 in the second half when the Eagles needed him most.

Christian had to overcome a 26-point night from Rockford senior forward

Nathan Woznick, who hit eight of 10 shots from behind the 3-point line.

“It was a challenge for us tonight, DaRohn is the center of our team,” Barfield

said. “But we worked it out, we did a lot of talking out there and worked it out.

And this is a big win for us, because we have a tough schedule this year.”

01/10 - 7:45 PM Boys Basketball Final

Grand Rapids Christian 61

Rockford 59
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The Rams did have a chance to tie the game in the final seconds, but a driving

shot by Austin McKellar just missed, sending Rockford to a 2-4 record.

“We had a stack called there, but they jumped it and (senior point guard Casey

Watters) made a pass to Austin,” Rockford coach Nick Allen said. “Austin gave it

his best shot, but what are you going to do.”

Allen was pleased with how well his team played, considering the Rams, like

many teams in the area, have had a long holiday break because of this week's

weather.

“We had three great days of preparation, but they are a good team, and

obviously they are well coached,” Allen said. "Two teams had their chances to

win tonight, our shots didn't fall for us (in the end).”

Among those shots were McKellar's miss and a 3-pointer by the red-hot

Woznick with 13 seconds to play.

“He has made two 3-pointers all year, but got hot tonight,” Majerle said. “Kudos

to them, he's always been a good shooter, and a good job to them for breaking all

of our traps tonight.”

For Majerle, this was his first time playing against his former team on

Rockford's home court, making it a bittersweet win.

Majerle took the Rams to the 2003 state championship and won seven OK Red

Conference titles before retiring after the 2011 season due to health issues

caused by Parkinson’s disease.  After successful deep brain stimulation surgery,

Majerle returned to coaching in 2013 at Grand Rapids Christian. He led the

Eagles to a 48-39 win over the Rams on Grand Rapids Christian's

court last year.

“This was tough, I am so connected (to their coaching staff),” Majerle said.

“They have been struggling, but they played well tonight. It was a great game."
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New poll: Grand Rapids Game of the Week for Jan. 17 is
your call

New year, new poll: Vote now for 2014’s first MLive Grand
Rapids Game of the Week

View/Post Comments

Related Links: Grand Rapids Christian Boys Basketball Rockford Boys
Basketball Grand Rapids Christian Rockford

Related Stories

Featured News
BOYS BASKETBALL, GIRLS BASKETBALL
The MLive Crystal Ball: Predictions crew's final 2013 picks buried in a
different storm
1 day, 9 hours ago  Dave McVety | MLive.com

BOYS BASKETBALL, GIRLS BASKETBALL
It's 2014, and our MLive weekly basketball rankings around Michigan get
all shook up over the holidays
4 days, 1 hour ago  Dave McVety | MLive.com

FOOTBALL
Jenison football coach steps down
6 hours ago  Steve Kaminski | skaminsk@mlive.com

http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-4220266637269582478/jenison-football-coach-steps-down/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/football/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-7345532957029080760/its-2014-and-our-mlive-weekly-basketball-rankings-around-michigan-get-all-shook-up-over-the-holidays/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/girlsbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/boysbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/4716163147107050078/the-mlive-crystal-ball-predictions-crews-last-round-of-2013-picks-was-buried-in-a-different-storm/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/girlsbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/boysbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/school/rockford-rockford/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/school/grand-rapids-grand-rapids-christian/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/school/rockford-rockford/boysbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/school/grand-rapids-grand-rapids-christian/boysbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/2323068778191056602/new-year-new-poll-vote-now-for-2014s-first-mlive-grand-rapids-game-of-the-week/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-4331605980206754387/grand-rapids-game-of-the-week-for-jan-17-is-your-call/


Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy

© 2013 MLive Media Group All rights reserved (About Us).
The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used,
except with the prior written permission of MLive Media Group

Who is No. 1? See the latest team wrestling rankings
3 hours ago  K.D. Norrris | knorris1@mlive.com

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Michigan girls basketball Associated Press poll rankings - 1/7/14
3 days, 16 hours ago  Jared Purcell | japurcell@mlive.com

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Nine-year-old Ypsilanti student stages impromptu halftime show at high
school basketball game
17 hours ago  Pete Cunningham | petercunningham@mlive.com

BOYS BASKETBALL, GIRLS BASKETBALL
Our first MLive Game of the Week polls of 2014 are wrapped up, and we
really expect to finally cover some basketball Friday
3 days, 4 hours ago  Dave McVety | MLive.com

See More Sports News »

http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-7762603845318189682/our-first-mlive-game-of-the-week-polls-of-2014-are-wrapped-up-and-we-really-expect-to-finally-cover-some-basketball-friday/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/girlsbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/boysbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-8353305790830097285/nine-year-old-ypsilanti-student-stages-impromptu-halftime-show-at-high-school-basketball-game/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/girlsbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/150105395635798449/michigan-girls-basketball-associated-press-poll-rankings-1714/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/girlsbasketball/
http://highschoolsports.mlive.com/news/article/-5777000564199254832/whos-no-1-check-here-for-statewide-rankings-for-the-fall-sports-teams-by-the-state-coaches-associations/#incart_hssn-rr-1
http://www.mlive.com/aboutus/
http://www.mlive.com/privacypolicy/
http://www.mlive.com/useragreement/
http://www.advancedigital.com/


Community Rules apply to all content you upload or otherwise submit to this site. Contact interactivity
management.

 Ad Choices

http://www.advance.net/advancedigitalUserAgreementPP/#opt_out
http://www.mlive.com/contactus/interactivity.ssf
http://www.mlive.com/forums/index.ssf?rules.html

